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EDITORIAL 


DUCKWORLD 

There is nothing so dangerous as a dream come 
true! BILL MANTLO, MICHAEL GOLDEN, BOB 
MCLEOD. 


STREET PEEPLE 
Introducing Riff, Cheyanne, Qwami, Moonchild, and 
Horsemeat, jugglers extraordinaire! LYNN GRAEME, 
NED SONNTAG. 


WISE QUACKS 
Really, some of your letters just quack us up! 
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THE BIG 


COMIC 
BOOK 


CONVENTION 


11 AM-7PM each day. 


Giant DEALERS ROOM: a 
MILLION OLD COMICS on 
Sale and Trade (in- 


cluding tons of MAR- 
VELS!)... 


Famous GUESTS: MARVEL 
ARTISTS, WRITERS, and 
EDITORS! (50 of 'em!) 
Learn how to draw and 
write COMICS! 
Fantastic Films and 
Cartoon Festivals! 
COSTUME PARADE! 
AUCTIONS and The ART 
CONTEST! 

Tribute to DR. WHO! 
Many special on-stage 
events & suprises! 
*MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

Two full DAYS of FUN 
FOR COMIC BOOK FANS & 
YOU'RE INVITED! 


At TRAVELODGE'S 
INTERNATIONAL INN at 
J.F.K. AIRPORT In 
NEW YORK CITY. 
Free Parking, 
For complete details & 
ticket info write to: 


E DITORIAL 


| despise the overuse of superlatives, ad- 
jectives, and adverbs. | once ordered my employer 
not to use those parts “of speech for a month (we 
ran a theatre company, and meaningless hyperbole 
was the accepted style of communicating informa- 
tion about everything from a new play to the arrival 
of a new file clerk). So, knowing that I’m a softly 
spoken, modestly demeanored, un-exaggerating 
sort of person, you'll realize that I’m really enthusi- 
astic when | say that this issue of HOWARD THE 
DUCK, this story, DUCKWORLD, is nothing short of 
SENSATIONAL, MOVING, EXCITING, SUPERLA- 
TIVE AND, BY GOLLY, A NEW HOWARD CLASSIC 
because | really don’t like a lot of meaningless hype, 
and | wouldn't say it if | didn’t believe it to be true, 


right? 
- An ie 


CREATION COMICS, F21 
7th Ave., Suite 908, 

New York, N.Y. 10001. 
Or call (212)594-7850. 


On JUNE 28-29 the 
COMIC CONVENTION comes 
to BALTIMORE: write us 
for more info please! 


NOTE: We are aware that Howard and Beverly are dressed dif- 
* ferently when they land on Duckworld than when they 
(Mmmm eft earth. No “No Prizes” will be awarded, no matter 
what! So back off, ye hungry masses yearning for glory! 
Tune in to next issue’s editorial for the behind the 
scenes story. 


THE 


ORIGIN 


WOWARS 
DUCK 


OW OUR EARTH, EVOLUTION HAS CHOSEN THE 
PRIMATE HOMO SAPIENS -- MAN -- 70 
ASSUME A TENUOUS SUPREMACY OVER 
ALL OTHER SPECIES! 


HOWARD WAS BEST SUITED 


BUT HIS OWN CAREER GOALS LED J 
HIM IN LESS SECURE DIRECTIONS! 
MINSTREL, PUGILIST, HAROHAT-~ coy, 
HE'S BEENALL CF THESE! © 


HIS EARLIEST APTITUDE TESTS REVEALED THAT 
70 BE A MORTICIAN.” 


Hs THE BEGINNING, 
HERE WAS THE EGG. 


BUT IT WAS NOT SO 


ON ALL WoRLOS/ 


8UT MOS7LY, DUE TO HIS TRUCLULENT 
TONGUE, HIS ABRASIVE W/7, ANC H/S: 
LOW TOLERANCE FOR OCCUPATIONAL 

ABASEMENT... HE'S BEEN 
WNEMPLOYED.“ 


THEN THE COSIWNIE AXIS SHIFTED, PLUCKING 
THIS WOEBEGQVE WADLLER FROM HIS WORLB-- 
ee ee a 


--ANC, AFTER A PERIOD FLOATING 1) UINSFACE, 
DROPPING HIM TO A PAINEUL ONE-POINT LANDING 
IN-- OF ALL PLACES --CLEVELAND! 


\ 


PROLOGUE : 


LAGE , OH/O - 
MEL 


“AND PAUL 

INCLE LEE -- AN! 

ano Til MISS Lote ‘AS WELL, BUT I'M 
wi 


0 CLA MAN-- ER-~ 
1D WINDA_AN (TH THE 
ANE ERMINED De T Love! 
. BON VOYAGES 
ALWAYS =~ 


‘ You WEAWWY, 
WE csi ‘wan me ouen 
SUNBGIONIC. MIND. POWE! e 
WY END You NO RE 
% YOuW, HOME su) 
HOWAWD 7 


pee | 
ERIN, CHANGED My MIND, WINDA, Tive 


Y SUFFERED EVERY posciple ABUSE MAN CAN 
HEAP ON FowL ! WANNA GO HomE/ 


WINDA , You 
KNOW HOWARD AND 
I LOVE You ALL, BuT 
BEING HERE ON EaRTH-- 
AND IN CLEVELAND 

ESPECIALLY-. HAS UNpER- 
MINED HOWARD'S SeLe- 
ESTEEM. HE NEEDS To 
ESTABLISH HIS IDENTITY 
FOR A TIME-- AMONG 
HIS OWN KIND, 


HOWAWp'g" 
DIMENSION, 


TRUE, BUT IF HOWARD CAN 
PUT UP WITH EARTH'S 
ABSURDITIES THIS LONG, I 
CAN MAKE THAT SACRIFICE 
IF I WANT TO STAY WITH 


AH, LET'G CAN ALL THE CON- \ BuT HOWARD, 
VERSATION AN! GET THIS SHOW d 
ON THE ROAD BEFORE THIS | WEAR aH 
SOBBIN' SOUL-SISTER ROUTINE 

GOAKS OUR SHOES! SPEAKING 


HIM, : META PHO! 


HOWAWD'S WIGHT, 

HOWEVEW-- [T'S 
TIME FOW US AWW 
TO SAY FAWEWEWW, 


TELL US WHAT | MOWE WIKE THE GATE- 


'TO OPEN THE INTEWDIMEN~ 
‘GIONAW DOOWWAY-- HOWAWD 
AND BEVEWY HAVE TO WANT 

TO GO THWOUGH IT, 


FAR OUT-- 
A SEANCE / 


NEVEW MIND, CWAUDE -- JUST HOWD ON 

NOW AND SING AWONG WITH ME E 

IT EVEW $0 HUMBWE, THEWE'S NOOCO 
PWACE WIKE HOME"... 


Mm (THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE 
HOME--THERE'S NO PLACE 
LIKE HOME! 


YEAH, BUT I'D HOPED WE'D BE FLYIN’ 
1 Oe age... SWAAK? BEV BABY, 
PENIN'/ 
I'VE FELT THIS BEFORE-- THE 
FIRST TIME THE COGMIC AXIS 
SHIFTED, PLUCKIN' ME OUTTA MY | 


OWN DIMENSION AN! DROPPIN' ME 
HERE ON EARTH / 


YOU'VE DONE IT, WINDA! 
THEY'RE ON THEIR WAY! 


OH, HOWARD! YOU TOLD 
ME (T WOULD FEEL 
STRANGE 


OH, HOWARD-~ 

BE SERIOUS. -- BUT YOU 

THIS IS WHAT NEVER SAID 

YOU WANTED, ANYTHING ABOUT 
ISN'T IT? IT BEING ORGASMIC! 


6 


WHY @ 
ISN'T THAT 
WHAT THEY 

WANTED 2 


/T HAS BEEN SAID THAT THERE ARE 
WORLDS WITHIN WORLDS -- WORLOS 
UPON WORLRS.., 


Script: BILLMANTLO Art: M 


EVERY MAN'S (OR WOMAN'S, OR 
QUCK'S MIND 1S A UNNERSE , AND 
BETWEEN THOSE MYRIAD LINIVERSES -- 


1» WHERE REALITIES COLLIDE -- 
WHERE Ke 


. MEY aoe: 
-- WHERE ALL AND NOTHING ARE 
THE SAME / 
4 oem 
(71S. IN THIS IN-BETWEEN INVERSE 
WHERE WE REJOIN MOWARO THE 
DUCK AN? 11S BELOVED BEVERLY 
SW/TZLER! 


Bol sT-STILL THINK THIS 
TRIP_IS $-SUCH A 
THRILL , TOOTS 2 


WAAUGHE Z 
WANNA GO 


AOME: 


--AND WE'D : 
SURE To TOCOR 
GET OUR WISH! 


= WAAKS WHY 

WINDA ARRANGE ONY ‘ 

OUR LANDING To BE A 
SALASHDOWN /2 


HOWARD, WHAT'S A 


LITTLE DISCOMFORT Z in fi] 
DON'T You ReALin Oo -- WE'RE R 
WHERE We age? 00 090 4 ; Fi fi 8 : 98 gb BACK ON BMQTH- z 
Z IME DAMNED 2 eg 
PLACE jie a gs 
ee, 
in 
b) Heth 
HUH? WHE! 7 
We... 2 Tees / a 
aoe. 
| WEEDS! 
BEV, HONBY =o ice “Mi Be i ' ¢ 
| = 
WN 
NG 
w a 


AFTER ALL THE 
BUILOUP -- AFTER SENDIN! 
MY HOPES SOARIN' OFF 
INTO THE STRATOSPHERE -- 
T_AIN'T GONE HOME! IN 
FACT, I AIN'T GONE 
ANYWHERE / 


WHY % WHICH 

DEITY OUT OF THE 
HUNDREDS I'VE 
BLASPHEMED HATES 


HAIRBRAINED 
HAIRLESS APES 2/2 : Fn, af 


"AN', TO ADD INGULT Pe - 
70 INJURY, NOT-ONLY Me 
AM I STILL ON EARTH-- 2 WAAUGHH = * 


WHAT'RE YOU TALKING ABOUT, 

MISTER ? WHAT'S A CLEVE- 

LAND? I NEVER HEARD OF 
IT BEFORE / 


) H-HOWARD, ., 
CC rein £00k /// 


YOU -- YOU'RE 
A HAIRLESS APE, 
AIN!TCHA ? 


THIG HERE'S 
MEW STORK! 


WHY -- YES, 
I Guese T 
AM / 


HAVING HAD ONE TALKING DUCK IN HER LIFE, 
BEVERLY SWITZLER ADJUSTS FAIRLY EASIL: 


WHEN CONFRONTED BY TWO MORE, - 


[eev, gagy--THis Is 
IT! WINDA_DID IT / 


‘SHE CAME THROUG| 
BLESS HER LISpING’, 


LITTLE HEART / 


WN 


I'M HOME, Toors-- 

ION DUCKWORLD-- 

BACK WHERE T 
BELONG / 


WE GOTTA 
CELEBRATE / 
KID, WHERE 
CAN I GET 
ME A GOOD 

CIGAR ? 


GEE, JUST AROUND THE CORNER, 
MISTER, (F YOU WANT WE'LL SHOW 
You THE WAY. 


7” 


HOWARD, HAVE I 
GOTTEN TALLER O 


" f 
1 EVERYTHING ON. 7} : 
YOUR WORLD SMALL? 4S} 

: % SIZE IS RELATIVE, 

. TOOTS. YOU'LL GET 
=, use TO IT. 


YOU MEAN, LIKE, UH, ALL THE SAME, 
I'M ONLY AS " You WON'T MIND IF T 
S 2, FOR YOU OUT 


OUCH? FEEL? 


HOWARD ENTERS THE CANDY STORE, 


THIS - BIN 
BOOKS -- PLAYIN: 


]>I MUSTA SPENT 4, 
fOMtx: LIFE INSIDE PLACES LIKE. 
MUVAS|E THIS --THUMBIN' THE comic 
=r GUMBALL MACHINE / 
Sy ef 


| 


Two BITS! 


GHEEGH ! CIGARS 
USEDTA BE THREE 
FOR A BUCK, 


7, HOWARD 
E PROPRIETOR A BILL DRAWN FROM HIS WALLET, 
i OW MUCH Eee eeonces to “Peony, CIGARS 1 HAND, WHEN, 
every THIN ON =e WEBER IE! 
c vr Br q TA PULL =~ #/2 
j ) 
Ny eee 


DON'T BLame \ 


E -- BLAME P : 
INFLATION, J e 
LOOK , PAL --T CAN 
e, 


; NNO! DON'T BOTHER? 
EXPLAIN / Y'SEE,,, # TAKE THE CIGARS / 
i PLEASE / ¢ 


HEY, THAT'S D-DON'T THa\ - 

Swe OF | YA! waar\ \ ano ‘ponrt’ come 
MN f 

PRESENT / THANKS! PAER 


I MUST BE Gon 
YOU'LL GET CRAZY / 
ALL MM AW 


YEAH -- THERE --THAT BRINGS 
BE SOMETHIN’ boo 

ABouT SELLIN’ GOOD 

STOGIES -- 


OUT THE BEST IN 
A DUCK / 


UH, HOWARD 
--I HATE To 
INTERRUPT Your 
SMOKING 
PLEASURE - - 


HUH? BEY, 
WHAT ARE 
YOU F: 


WORLO CITIZENRY, THEY ARE YOUNG, OLD, 
IOMENT, THEY ARE WOT SO WV 


THAT'S RIGHT-- SHE * B-BUT IT 
DID! I HEARO HER 7CAN'T REALLY 
TOO / M. 


BE THEM -- 
CAN IT 222 


A, DUCK-- WITH A 
GIANT_ FEMALE , ANO_SHE 
HAIRLESS APE! ANSWERED 

HIM BACK! 


ING FOOLS, 
"BURSTIN' 


M 


NAME'S 
HIS WARD. 


DION'T 

isk You 

Honey / I-- 

OH, LOROY! 

THE APE~ 

OM 

5 
mM 


HOWARO 2, tl , THE ALMOST PALPABLE ATMOSPHERE 
A BEVERLY 2 J r __OF EXPECTANCY SWATTERS- - 


SIGN, SCHMIGN/ T WAN! i ANO_ ME, A SLEEVE 
A SILVERNEER / SHOE -- A --A SACRED SLEEVE! ) COMETH, 
HALLELUJAH ! 


J = ’ 
ZA aA. 
a pales 
: 2) 
ME Too! 
CRAWL AGAIN 


e 


YING WHILE 
PROCESS 
EIF YING! 


OKAY, TOOTS - 
YOU CAN COME 


HOWARD, YOU 
ALWAYS TOLD_ME You 
WerRE A NONENTITY 
ON YOUR HOMEWORLD-- 
A NOBODY! BUT YOU'RE 

NoT! YOU'RE FAMOUS! 


THE WORLD I LEFT HAD ITS 
LITTLE_|DIOSYNCRACIES-- BUT 
WILD-EYED RELIGIOUSITY 


DUCKY, I'M TIRED, CONFUSED --AND 
ALITTLE SCARED/ I MEAN, T 
EXPECTED THINGS TO BE KINDA 
STRANGE HERE... 
BUT_FROM WHAT I'VE SEEN 
SO FAR, YOUR DUCKWORLD 


16 AS CRAZY OR CRAZIER 
THAN CLEVELAND.” 


You WON'T GET 

AN ARGUMENT 

FROM_ME THERE, 
Bev’ 


WASN'T ONE OF 'EM 


THE CHURCH OF THE 
GREAT DRAKE KEPT 
+ 


NO, 
SOMETHIN'S 
HAPPENED 
TO CHANGE 
MY WORLD 
WHILE I WAS 


CHAPTER TWO 


BE IT EVER SO 
HUMBLE 


HOME, WHEN HOWARD LAST SAW 
/T WAS A SIMPLE FRAME 
QWELLING /N A NEW STORK 
SUBURB. 


(71S. SIMPLE 
menmens - o~ ’ 


conceere HAS REPLACED THE Vim DOLLY ME IN 
CRABGRASS ~- ARMED GUARDS FoR A SLOW 
THE WHITE PICKET FENCE -- ZOOM ON THE 
NEIGHBORING HOUSES HAVE “HOWARD HOUSE!’ 
SEEN TORN DOWN 70 /NCREASE RIGHT! NICE 
SECURITY, 


HOME 1S HOME NO 
LONGER, NO ONE COULD 
LIVE IN THIS FORTRESS; 
THIS TEMPLE... 


wx. THIS. SHRINE TO 
THE DEAR DEPARTED 
MOWAKD THE 
OUCK! 


CROWD CONTROL 
TO MAJOR TOM-- MY 
CIRCUIT'S DEAD-- IS 
SOMETHING WRONG? 
CAN YOU HEAR ME, 

MAJOR Tom # 


KEEP MOVIN', 
YA CRIPPLES! YA 
A CAN'T ALL DRINK 
FROM THE SACRED 

SPRINKLER / 


WE OBEY, O 
GUARDIAN OF 
THE SHRINE | 


ALL PRAISE 
THE GREAT 
HOWARD / 


HELLO, TV VIEWERS / THIS IS LANA LINN OF THE GBS NEWS i 
TEAM REPORTING TO YOU FROM OUTSIPE THE WORLD FAMOUS 
HOME OF THE IMMORTAL HOWARD THE DUCK / 
Srey YY WHERE 


Yims.” WORLD -- CHANGING THE 


Fo! 
. ‘s IT_1S THE FIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE Nr MOGPHERE 1S, 
a ae RS WELL, WORGHIPFUL/ 
HOWARD DIGAPPEARED FROM OUR ‘ 


i 


AND DON' <8 
CALL ME CHIEF! ) gia 


fal USES ARE ARRIVING HARE HOWARD! 

thy SECOND, BRINGING. HARE HOWARD! 

PILGRIMS BY THE THOUSANDS HOWARD, HOWARI 
FOR THIS HIGH HOLY DAY. HARE, HARE / 


Hi, TRUE 
BELIEVER / 


FRONT PORCH OF 
HOWARD'S FORMER 
FAMILY HOME. 


I THINK WE 


SHOULD MY WACKIES ARE MERELY MAKING A 


BEGIN. REVEREND GANDER, } JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THEIR LOST LORD, 
IF YOU WOULD APPEAL MAYOR QUACH, AS BEFITS TRUE 
LOWERS MECINEO SEs oF THE ASCENSION 

weed ULT,’ 


si 


TO YOUR FOI 
FOR 


QUIET. 


I SEE IT, TOOTS -- MY OLD 
HOME'S BEEN TURNED INTA 
A CHAUTAUQUA --A HOLY 
ROLLER'S HANGOUT, 
7 5 récoanize 
! Some oF my I 
OLD 


RIGHT -- LOTTA 
CLUCKS OUT 
THERE, 


NAH, BABY--I DIG 

OTHER PLEASURES 

WHEN I’M PARKED ON 
A PIGMOBILE / 


1, GODFREY GANDER, AS B/G WACKIE-- 
HIGH PRIEST OF THE WITNESS OF THE 
ASCENSION CULT-- THANK YOU, MAYOR 
QUACH AND THE FINE CITY OF NEW 
STORK FOR HOSTING THIS 
GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL / 


pk 1 AN 
We cour hove, Y 
i | GANDER! 


COME, 
REGENCE 
ND NR! BEHOLD HIS 


Youl 
PLACE... THE 
| (Nee WARD HOUSE! 


——— 
2 
THE HOWARD HOUSE? 4, 
OF THE ASCENSI 
WINES PE on 7 HOWARD-~ #72 


OK AT_ME, 
Pore 1 Just GOT 
nene MYSELF / 


-- AND, IF ANY ONE FOWL CAN BE THENK YOU, 
THENK YOU 


SAID TO HAVE MADE ALL THIS PossiBLe, 
IT 1S THAT GREATEST OF OUR LIVING VERY MUCH, 
WRITERS -- THE PRAKE WHO CHRONICLED MAYOR QUACH, 


Bi : 

VISITORS (AND 

MUCH REVENUE ) ij THE LAST 24 HOURS OF YOUR--ER-- 
OUR GAINTEP HOWARD THE CU an 


TO OUI 


CITY_ OF 
TOR! 


IR FAIR 


FRIENDS, I GIVE YOU... 
CAPOLITRY! 


1 NEW 


HE HAVE FOUND TO 
WRITE ABOUT ME 


Y, You == YOUIRE 

Pies THAN | FAMOUS 
UIVE BEC 
YOU NM BOL / 


> 
EV, IF THESE CLUCKS 
BEE" GomeTHIN' IN THE 
STORY OF MY LIFE 
THAT RELATES TO 
THEIR LIVES -- THEN 
THEY PUT IT THERE! 


WACKIES, YOU ALL KNOW TH A 
OF OUR MESSIAH, BUT-- THOUGH THE 


STORY IS A FAMILIAR ONE -- IT DOES fF 


NOT SUFFER IN THE RETELLING,’ 
LISTEN -- st 


BUT HOWARD'S STORY |TSELF 
WAS SO AMAZING -- SO RELEVANT 
TO LIFE ON MODERN-DAY DUCK- 
WORLD -- THAT MILLIONS OF 

FOWL HAVE FOUND INSPIRATION 

IN MY $15.98 BOOK CALLED... 


ANYBOOY--NOT 
EVEN MYSELF/, 


TO KNOW A 
SYMBOL OF 
WHAT 4/ 


--AND BROTHER 
WILL READ To YOU" Poe 


PARABLE OF Hows 
THE Bee! ae 


\) 7RUMAN CAPOULTRY 


THUMBS TO THE 
OPENING PAGE -- 


AS TIME PASSED, HOWARD WENT 
ON 10 COLLEGE ~~. GRADUATING 
FOUR YEARS OLDER IF NOT 

FOUR YEARS SMARTER, 


ERGION TO HIS 


EGE AN ALE 
wie 8 argo 


TAKING, ON_A SUC 
IDENTITIES, SEEKING 
CONTENTMENT @Y LO’ 


THOSE WERE THE WAR YEARS. COL! 

GAVE HOWARD HIS MUCH-NEEDED DRAET. 

DEFERMENT, BUT HE PAID A HIGH PRICE 
FOR IT IN BOREDOM / 


T MUST UNDERSTAND HIS | 
NOU DIVIOUALITY-- IMFOWLI- | 


TH 
PRESENT-DAY DUCKWORLD. 


SOCIETY HAD DECIDED 
or (T HAD NO USE FOR 
THE (NDIVIDUAL -- 
Uae 


eos 


--9O_HOWARD 
DECIDED THAT HE 
HAD NO USE FOR 

GOCIETY, IN DIVORCING 
HIMSELF FROM IT, HE 
SET ABOUT TO SYSTE- 
MATICALLY ERASE 
EVERY TRACE OF HIS 
EXISTENCE, NEVER 
UNDERSTOOD, HE WAS 
DETERMINED NOT TO 
BE KNOWN / 


Reconne genanncs Ho d EAA) (Tats RIGHT, BroTHER 

4 B Do CAPOULTRY/ HOWARD RAGED 

AGAINST A WORLD HE 

THE DUCK=-A B fl NEVER MADE-- 
THE FILES--A NONFOWL 
WHO, REVOLTED BY 
SOCIETY, REMOVED HIM= 
SELF FROM IT, 


TO RAISE HIS 

J VOICE AND CRY, 
“LET THIS MAD- 
NESS END!" 


‘ (T'S NEWS TO 
WY me, Tors! Hey, 
P] Look! THERE'S A’ 

MOVIE-PROJECTOR 


-- WHEN HE HAD THE UNFORTUNATE LUCK TO 
WANCER ONTO THE CAMPUS OF QUENT STATE 
YNNERSITY IN TIME TO W/TWESS' THE PASSION 
AND PRIDE THAT PRECEDE EVERY FALL / 


THEY LOVE \OF COURSE THEY Do,) DUMP 
You, MR. GYRO! My MOTHER /DUXON! ACE 


A WITH M : P 
if : om PRESIPENT/L_WAS A SAINT! AGNU! 
HELL, No! ; 
WE WON'T 
6o/ : SR > 
23-4... : a! |) OVA ) . 
¥ 


<< 


GET BACK, 
You LITTLE 
UZZARDS/ 


Seen" 
CTLY 
EXA “ONE 


LLING: 
THE PRESIDENT Crs PUNKS 


oe 
A, 


z, 
COLLEGE Ze BECAUSE THEY Dog 


HROUG WHY 2 SU: € IN 

WME MA : NT WANNA OE Or 

Tale, gfe E PUNKS OME Lousy WAR 2: 
' 


-HEIS MADE 
HIMSELF THE 
ONLY LIVING 
BY’ is) PRESIDENT. TO. 
S ; : HAVE HIS FACE 
‘ MINTED ON OUR 
\ A 4 MONEY 


OF THE G HE SUBMERG. 
RAGE OF KS RIOT-GARBED 
VATIONAL GUARD... 
ala 5,17. 
AIMED AT. THEIR 
HEADS / 


THEY'RE ASSAULTING 
US WITH DEADLY 
GARBAG 


E/ 


os 


ie. 


hay * \ : 
PE 


LP 


Zh 
»/ 


AND THE CALLOUS INDIFFERENCE 
OF PRESIDENT RICHARD M) 
DUXON. 


en \@ : 
li Sa), 
= 2) © a. 
Re” NDS 4 
Nig Se. w 


AND 
TALKING 
FOOTBALL 2!? 


THIS'LL TEACH 
THESE PUNKS A 
LESSON, GYRO! 
SAY, YOU HAPPEN 
TO HEAR THE 
SCORE OF TODAY'S 


QUENT STATE- NEW ‘ 
STORK FOOTBALL GAME ? J 


THAT DOES IT, DUXON! I STAYED 
OUTTA THINGS -- LET CLOWNS LIKE 
YOU Do WHAT YOU WANTED WITH 
DUCKWORLD-- BUT YoU JUST 
TOOK THAT AS SUPPo! 

SOME NONEXIST! 


NOW I SEE THAT NO 
DRAKE CAN REMAIN AN 
NY ISLAND-- NOT WHILE 

SLIMEY SCUM-SUCKERS 
RT FROM 


LIKE YOU ARE RUNNIN! 
ENT “SILENT. SHOW / 
MAIORITY ”/ 


THE 
‘ 
< 
1 “f WELL, I AINIT 
KEEPIN' QUIET NO 
y LONGER, CRUDBALL/ }/ 
IM TAKIN' BACK MY 
RIGHTFUL PLACE IN 


GET DOWN, WACKIES / 
THUS SPAKE HOWARD, 
DENOUNCING THE DEMAGOGUE Rego Ph 
--AND THEN DISAPPEARING ON 4 
WORLD TELEVISION BEFORE THE 
EYES OF MILLIONS! IT WAS 
THAT MIRACLE THAT ENDED 


DUXON'S RULE... 
++ AS THE COMMON 
—~[ POULTRY, INSPIRED BY | 
HOWARD'S ASCENSION, i 


-- REPRESENTED, 
TOOK THE REINS OF OF COURSE, BY THE 
POWER INTO THEIR WINES ees OF 
OWN HANDS AND THE 
ESTABLISHED A 
NEW SOCIETY-- 


BUT WE MUST ASK YER LOOK! REVEREND GANDER'S ) GLL-kKKKK- 
OURSELVES : “WHO TBA SERMON HAS INSPIRED A Siagetes 
wag eat aA YOUNG DRAKE TO SPEAK f GLUUUKK / 

De ie te IN TONGUES... 

peer OF US, WHO 

GIVE UP AND 

WHEN TO. 


HE SHOWED 
US THE SACRED. 
WAY/ WHEN LIFE 
16 A DRAG -- 
RENOUNCE |T! 
WHEN SOCIETY 
SINKE INTO THE 
If KP. 


. NONSENSE! 
J JUST SWALLOWED } AcHiEvep ey 
HIG POP-TOP. _K INCOMPREHENSIBILITY / 


TRYIN! TA 
BUT ARE WE gee PUSH THEIR 
LIKE HOWARD 2 . TRIP ON 
CAN WE SIMPLY EVERYONE 
ASCEND, LEAVING 
OUR PROBLEMS: 


BEHIND ? 
| 


WE'RE STUCK 


THAT'S LIFE! SINCE 
You CAN'T LEAVE IT-- 
OF uaéo Yo HAVE : 
RUN WITH THE SWAUGHE THE POUBLE-TALON, 
WACKIES RUNNING # MEALY- MOUTHED eke USE 
THINGS WILE YOU 4 EVANGELIST HAS. AN a 
ate S| TH! coe — OF 
IN THE MIDOL By! YOU'LL 
" EMA- == TAKE IT EA 
AN AT oF How a gloop Vessel! 


ME GO, TOOTS, 
Ett T'LL BUST THAT 
Bozo'S BEAK. _ 


WISELY, BEVERLY RESTRAINS 4 FRO/ ISELF AT THE REVEREND 
DEADLY DEMEANOR OF THE EV. c TY-QUCKS THE COLD OF 
Re 
HOWARD'S ASCENSION CAUSED A WORLDWIDE UPHEAVAL 
AGAINGT THE ESTABLISHED ORDER OF THINGS THAT 
LEFT A POWER VACUUM ON DUCKWORLD/ 


DOWN” TO THE BUSIN 
Fat OTE yon 
GET DOWN TO THE TA By WACKIE Move- 
OUR OWN PROBLEMS, BUT EVERYONE ELeciy NS NOT ONLY 


OH. YEAH? THEN 
WHAT DOES THAT. 
MAKE ME, GANDER 
<-AN ECHO 2/2 


GADZ00KS / 


WE aaiviye On. 
OUR WAY! NO_O} 
ACTS ON THEIR OWN 
TODAY WITHOUT 
WONDERING HOW THE 
GREAT HOWARD WOULD 
HAVE ACTED -- AND 
WE SHOW THEM / 


WITHOUT ASKING 
WHAT THE GREAT 
HOWARD WOULD 
HAVE SAID IN THEIR 
PLACE-- AND WE 


NO ONE 
SPEAKS TODAY. Vi 


Sy ARE THE Voice oF 
NY OUR DEAR Derarren | A 
Q\ HOWARD THE Duck / HELL--272 


1G 


GREAT 
HEAVENS / 


FOR ONE MAGIC THAT'S IT, YOU POOR APOLOGIES FOR 
POULTRY-- ALL THEM QUESTION MARKS 
MEAN YOU'RE FINALLY STARTIN' TO THINK 
FOR YOURSELVES (NGTEADA HAVIN’ 
GANDER AND HIS GOON- SQUAD Do IT 
FOR YOU / 


1 FOLLOWED BY ‘COURSE, T 
AN OUTBREAK REALIZE YA PROBABLY 
TIONS. . LIKED IT THAT WAY-- 
LE y LESE STRAIN ON THE 
. OL! BRAIN - - BUT T'LL 

BE DAMNED IF I'M 
GONNA LET YA OPT 

FOR LOBOTOMY IN 

MY NAME! 


ISTON/SHED 
REV, GANDER / 


TRYIN' TA TELL 
YA IS THAT THE 
PARTY'S OVER! 


‘CAUSE I'VE 
COME HOME, 


ih A iA, 
dd FOR HE'g A JOLLY GooD FowL-o, 
L-O- 


Hi 
WHICH NOBODY CAN DEEE-NY/ 


MR, CAPOULTRY, OF COURSE I'M SURE, MR. \ BOSS. 
ARE YOU SURE HE'S } MAYOR! T'VE STUDIED 


HOTO OF HIM,’ THAT'S 


pI s 
Ns ALL RIGHT! 


THE HOWARD THE 
DUCK 2 


FOR CRYIN’ 
OUT LOUD-- 


OH, HOWARP -- YOUR Poor) THIS 1S paaenic. 7 RNGELIEVABLE [ THE 
BEAK! THIS WOULDN'T restates HALF Y BOOK, * KING. OUT M=- |N 
HAVE HAPPENED IF You'D / WHICH I CONTEST URE ABOUT mr WHE HAPPENED 
KEPT IT CLOSED! TO HOWARD Bot are He. PIPAPFEARANCE FROM 
y a ~-HAS HIM MEARNS ON A POANE POPULATED By 
K { LARGE HAIRLESS Al - EVEN COHABITATING WITH 


ONE OF THEM, A Fenae oe THE SPECIES... AND 
RE SHE IS Now/ 


PROPHECY 
(6 ALL VERY 


VELCOME: “TeuiAneok 

Rm SH 
'Y OF I 

TPARTHENT. if ENR 


OH, YEAH? T 
CAN THINK OF 
SOME! 


PEOPLE OF DUCKWORLD, PYACKIES 
CKEEP THOSE CAMERAS ROLLING’) 
THIS 16 A GLAD DAY,’ OUR PRAYERS 
THE HEARTS OF HAVE BEEN ANSWERED /” HOWARD 
EVERY CITIZEN | i HAS RETURNED To GUIDE Us' IN 
OF DUCKWORLD! f ‘OUR DARKNESS / 


= = 
WHOA, GANDER! TURN OFF THE SAUCE! I'VE AN! THE REST OF YA-- YER ALL 
HEARO JUST ABOUT ALL I EVER WANT TA F BozOS, LETTIN' THIS OVERSTUFFED 
| HEAR OF YOUR SICKENIN' SPIEL/ T TOLD EVANGELIST TELL YA HOW TA 
YA-- THE PARTY'S OVER! THINK, HOW TA LIVE, HOW TA 
8] \ pREAM! T AIN'T NO SAINT, T 
IT AIN'T GONNA BE SO EASY TA F AIN'T_NO SYMBOL, ANP T 
PUT WORDS IN THE MOUTH OF DON'T. ACCEPT NO DISCIPLES 
“THE GREAT HOWARD” NOW THAT -- 80 DON'T APPLY! 
I/M HERE TO SPIT 'EM RIGHT = \ 
BACK ATCHA! YOU HEAR ME? YOU'RE 
ra ON YOUR OWN! GO.” Do 


YOU WANT US To.,, 
| TNS Foe CURSELVES ¥? 
ITE 
To WA ven ER We 


5» 


ITS BEEN GOLONG /Z , 
27 KNOW IF T...YES: 
DONT eT CAN’ 


WHY, T 
4 HAVEN'T THOUGHT 
SINCE 19-AUGHT-4 / 


THE “GREAT HOWARD” 
MY GOOSE - FEATHERS / 


"No. MORE SALVATION 
SCAM-- NO MORE SALARIES! 


THERE ARE SO MANY QUESTIONS I'M SURE 
ALL OF PUCKWORLO IS EAGER TO. ASK! WHY-- HOW 
DID YOU DISAPPEAR, HOWARD? WHERE DIP YC ° 
GO? AND WHO IS THIS--THIS..- 7 


gw 


hat T'S WHAT 
GREAT HOWARD 
| WANTS REVEREND 
GANDER / SURELY IT 
CAN'T BE WRONG? 


“( : 


iM NOT BEATEN YET / Lbsrias ARE SOME BIG 


INVESTORS IN THE MACKIE /EMENT WHO'RE 
GONNA WANT TO LACE HOWARD'S KOOL AID WITH CYANIDE / 


BEV ? SHE'S WHAT 

THEY CALL A 
"WOMAN "<= A 
HUMAN FEMALE -- 


ry Lovers ? : 

; by, w ww) \, y y 

0, es NS a ap one 
, <> Ri S . Y 


ves WITHA 
HUMAN 2? ih 


¥ 


My BOOK! I 
WAS RIGHT AGAIN! 


IT AIN'T EASY, |S IT, TOOTS -- BEIN' TRAPPED 

IN A WORLD YOU NEVER MADE ? IT'S WHAT 
I_TRIED TO TELL YA T WAS GOIN' THROUGH 
EVERY MOMENT I SPENT ON YOUR WoRLD/ 


THE STARES, THE SNICKERS, 
THE SLY ASIDES, AND THE SNIDE 
INNUENDOES ! ON EARTH IT WAG, 
“L*LOOK! A TALKING DUCK /” 

HERE, THE TABLES ARE TURNED! 


I TRIED TA WARN 
YA BEFORE WINDA 
RESHIFTED THE COSMIC 


NO, BEV-~ IT AIN'T! BUT 

HERE OR ON EARTH, YOU 

AN! ME'LL MAKE |T 

THROUGH AS LONG AS. 
E STAY... 


THAT'S TRUE, OUCKY-- You WF ¥ 
DID! I-I GUESS I JusT d 
FORGOT WHY I WANTED To cS ( 


COME -- FORGOT THAT I 

WANTED TO EXPERIENCE | 

LIFE ON THE OTHER SIDE 

OF THE COIN--TO KNOW 

FIRSTHANO WHAT You've 

BEEN GOING THROUGH TO. 
STAY WITH ME/ 


$0 NOW I REALLY 

KNOW! IT'S NOT 

VERY PLEASANT 

BEING DIFFERENT, 
IS IT? 


v1 TOGETHER | 


im 


TAL 


TWO DAYS LATER, ON THE "TONIGHT SHOW vd 
STARRING JOHNNY QUACKSON... 


THE STUNNING 


OF A YOUNG DRAKE WHO 
bgaey HAD BECOME MORE THAN 
A MYTH HAS DRAWN FORTH 
PEOPLE WHO KNEW ANO 
LOVED HOWARD WHEN HE 
OWELT AMONG US, BUT, 
BEFORE WE INTRODUCE 
TERY 


: THOR 
at? CAME TO WRITE THE 
2 BLOCKBUSTER BEST- 
1'0 BE GLAD TO, SELLER THAT MADE 
JOHNNY! LIKE MOST OF HOWARD THE OLUEK 


DUCKWORLD, I WAS WATCHING A HOUSEHOLD 
MY TELEVISION ON THE DAY OF NAME. 
HOWARD‘S DISAPPEARANCE DURING 
THE QUENT STATE MASSACRE! I 
MUST SAY IT AFFECTED ME 
OREADFULLY/ 


I BEGAN TO HAVE 
STRANGE, I GUEES YOU COULD 
SAY PRECOGNITIVE DREAMS IN 
WHICH I SAW HOWARD ON A 
WORLD INHABITED BY INTELLIGENT 
HAIRLESS APES-- A WORLD 
SEPARATED FROM OUR OWN BY 
THE SUBTLEST ALIGNMENT 
IN THE COSMIC AXIS! 


SO YOU BEGAN TO WRITE ABOUT TH 
STRANGE DRAKE NAMED HOWARD FOR (O) 
PLAYOUCK MAGAZINE? ANDO DID 4 
TRUMAN SUCCEED IN CAPTURING THE 

ESSENCE OF YOUR LIFE, HOWARD ?. 


NO ONE TOUCHES MY 

ESSENCE BUT ME AN’ BEV! 

BUT IF YOU MEAN WERE 
HIS FACTS ACCURATE...) 


YEAH, HE PRETTY 
MUCH HIT THE 
BIRD RIGHT IN 
THE BEAK WHEN 
IT CAME TO 
DESCRIBIN’ LIFE 
ON EARTH! 


THAT'S AMAZING. 
ABGOLUTELY AMAZING. 


Now, ARE ALL HAIRLESS" — Y EASY, BEVERLY!’ \ THE WAY I LOOK 
HOWARD, APES SO ABSURDLY i ‘ MR. MEDUCK IS | AT IT JOHNNY-- 
LET ME ASK APPORTIONED AS b JOHNNY QUACKSON’S] YOU'VE SEEN 
YOU HOW You YOU, MY DEAR ©, ~ N CO-HOST! ONE WORLD, 
MANAGED TO 
SURVIVE IN |. q . 
=> SO BIZARRE fam 


AMONG 
SAVAGES, 
OOAS THE 
SAVAGES 
DO, JOHNNY. 
SERIOUSLY, 
THOUGH-- 


= 


r <- A CORPORATION 

WHAT ABOUT Liepe es @ Run Ba TIAIRLeSS 
OUTLANDISH GARB 7 NO \4I ¥ APE NAMED WALLY 

Bu] SELF- RESPECTING DRAKE |} NAMED WALLY 
WOULD EVER ALLOW HIS P . SIONEY MA 


WEAR PANTS” 


ep et eee 
P\ CURTAIN, DO! / 

DW sees acerca DUCK SEVERINSON 
YA KEEP TALKIN’ ABOUT? PCANPARE/ PEBAGEY 


= ay AND YOUR 


HOWARD THE Ol/CK, ~-YOUR SISTE! BROTHER 
| L AM PLEASED 70 REUNITE THERESA, x ORVILLE, A 
| YOU WITH Your Lover, J. Now A NUN-2AN 


f 
| 


| ONES / YOUR FATWER 


WAKE UF, 
MOTHER / WE'RE 


THE REUNION OF HOWARD 
WITH HIS FAMILY 1S 
BEAMEC ALL OVER 
Duck WORLD? 
QUIT PLAYIN’ WIT’ OEM), . 
AUCROOUCKS AN’, 
WATCH 01s! __afl \wf 
WANNA ZS 
SPACE GLIDER’ a 
FOR YER TIME f 48 
TRIPSTER 7A 
Fe : HOWARD-- 
NAH, BUT ¥ j way 
TLL SVE E ; y mR, CUCKLING! 
YA AN EVIL : : 
AQUACKERY 


re NOW HOWARD/S 
EMBRACIN’ HIS MOTHER! 
MOS SFA AIN'T BAT TOUCHIN’? 


THERE ARE SOME, HOWEVER, UNTOUCHED BY FAMILIAL EMOTIONS, 
ANOTHER WAY! 7 ” 
IM BEVERLY -- 


* TASTES, BUT I GUESS HE KNOWS <€e HOW HOWARD'S 


eS) | AND I’M VERY PLEASED my BOY ALWAYS HAD STRANGE SWAUGHE YOU 
y” Te MEET CEs WHAT HE LIKES / 


RETURN IS ALREADY 
WARPING DUCKWORLDS| 
VALUES! 


TENET OF 
YOUR WACKIE ' DOES NOT YET REALIZE 
7 CULT WAS, THE PRECISE NATURE 
ACCEPTANCE, ty OF THEIR BELOVED 
WAGN'T IT, HOWARD'S RELATION- 
y GANDER ? 4 


1S APPARENT TO 
ALL, HOWEVER! 


A ROBOT, 
bite MORE 


MACHINE / 
HUH ? Heyy 
CUT IT OUTY 


IT WILL REVEAL THI 

"HAIRLESS Ape” hoe 

WHAT She REALLY 
is/ 


= ra 


_— 


y 7 vy WH 2 
NOT A SINGLE 
uN FEATHER! s : } 


ys erst 
Z CP, 


THEY SAID 

SHE WAS A 

HAIRLESS 
APE! BUT 

WHO REALLY 

BELIEVED--? 


I THOUGHT MAYBE 

SHE WAS REALLY 
mM CAPOULTRY, THE 
AUDIENCE (S REACTING 

\N HORROR--AS IF THEY'VE NEVER 

SEEN A NAKED WOMAN BEFORE! 


Se CAPOULTRY, 


IB GET THAT 


WOMAN, GET 
DEM KIDS 


We SHOULD ; oF ss ’ 

NEVER HAVE DB AROUND VON 

SUBSCRIBED S 3 CLUCK'S 
' 


By WE'VE worwW our 
OUR WELCOME, HUH, 
MR. CAPOULTRY? 


TO RUB OUR BEAKS 
IN YOUR VILE VICES24 


YOU HAD TO 

RETURN? TO 
SHOW US HOW 
DIFFERENT YOU, ‘ K S x 

7 r | HOWARD-- NOW 

{ THAT YOUR GOINGS 

ON HAVE CAUSED 

YOUR MOTHER 


UP To THIS, 
VON CLUCK? 
YOU'RE NOT 


HOWARD, COME ON / 

WN QUACKSON'S STUDIO 

\ AUDIENCE (Ss READY 
TO LYNCH YOU 4 


Q 

SOMEBODY WHO DIDN'T WANT 
ICKWORLD TO HAVE THE 
CHANCE TA GET USED TA OUR PY 
RELATIONSHIP, TA ACCEPT IT! Ja 


aa 


“ACCEPT”? WELL, HE AIN'T 
OF course GONNA STOP mE 
GOOFREY FROM LIVIN’My 
GANDER! WAY ON My 
—<| | worry T” ELOVED 
BEVERLY/ 


ay MY RETURN TA 
DUCKWORLD MUSTA 
COST HIS WACKIE 
CULT MILLIONS! Z'LL = 
peal hee j I HAVE ALWAYS 
SEE ME DISAPPEAR ; ven cee TRAT 
ITLY, 
AGAIN... PERMANEN WHAT YOU musT/, 


WELL, IF MY MOM SURE ENOUGH 
CAN ACCEPT DBKE THEIR 
WHAT IM DOIN*, OWN ON. 


YOU ALWAYS & 
STOOD UP FOR 
THAT YOUNG 
WHIPPER-SNAPPER, 
MOTHER! 


LOOSENED 1S GONNA 
BRING THE 
HOUSE DOWN /, 


Mave you 
EVER WONDERED 
WHAT 1S SO 
UPSETTING 
ABOUT A 
RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN A 
DUCK AND. 

A HUMAN? 


SIMPLY PUT, 
HOWARD'S 
COHABITATION 
WITH BEVERLY 
THREATENS 
SPECIES 
SURVIVAL! 
: SEARCH- SECTOR 
REPORTING--NO 
SIGN OF THE 
PERVERTS 


THE THOUGHT 
OF GOING 
THE WAY OF 


REPLACED 
BY SOME 
WEW CROSS- 
BREED OF 
FOWL AND 
HUMAN 
FEMALE-- 
1S MORE 
THAN THE. 
CITIZENRY, 
OF EITHER 
EARTH OR 
OUCKWORLD 
CAN TAKES 


We'Lu. 
KEEP 
SCANNING 
TILL WE 
FIND 
THEM! 


ome ne 


apa 


508 ee 


tee 


ee 
on = 


.emmms tat 


BELOW, THE SUBJECT OF HOWARD 
AND BEVERLY OCCLIPIES THE THOUGHTS * BURGER 
OF THE AVERAGE DUCK IN THE STREE KING 


z a Sem e a 


IN SPACE NOONE CAN 


ear k 


CHAPTER FIVE 


A 
{ 
— 


(5) 

‘a 

a 

s, 
ic) 

iS) 
LPsies 4] 


SNAILIEN 


B: 


WEAR YOU WAUGH 


THEN AGAIN, 
NEW STORKERS 
ARE NEVER TYPICAL / 


ee 
WONDER 
Be WHERE TLL 
SLEEP TONIGHT?P. 


yi 


s 


Ls 
] 
r,) 
“ 


= 
IT’S NOT 
YOUR FAULT, 
DUCKY! ITIS 
JUST THAT 
DUCKWORLD’s 
NO DIFFERENT 
FROM CLeve- 
LAND / 


FIND YOU--HE CANL 
our 

WHERE HAVE 

YOu BEEN ALL 


HESE YEARS, 
SeANGE? 


7] WE'RE JUST NOT PART OF 
THE STATUS QUO AWYWHERE! 
BUT IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT 
I EXPERIENCE WHAT IT’S 

LIKE TO BE AN ouToaSst, 
TRAPPED IN A WORLD 
Z NEVER MADE! 


6 
GET STILL IF | 
D ONLY WE couco/ 


OH, JEEz/ 
A WINO 
DID SHomone 6 win, 
SHPEAK my DARD: 
ZHICSE Name? 


WN 
, SIMON STRANGE WAS KNO 
Meant We ap wecene 
i 
\OALARD OF THE MYSTIC ARTS7 


CLEVELAND ?, 


BY THE 
ALL- SHEEIN’ EYE 
repirls: 
AMAGORDO?)-- 
SAWL/RE I CANS 


47 


WELL, HOWARO, BEVERLY, | 
MR.CAPOULTRY—— WHAT 
A DELIGHTFUL 
SURPRISE! 


WHY, TOEWO IT, OF 
ScrHouoH YOLIRA-ER 
AL =-ER-- 
we sere oer 
cede! . DIMMED YOUR DIVINITY, 


BUT I THINK TLL 
LET THE FINANCIAL 
GENUS BEHIND THE 
WITNESS OF THE 
ASCENSION 
CULT EXPLAIN 
WHAT WE HAVE 

IN MINO! 


BB 


WADDA YA WANT 
{ OUTTA MY LIFE 
A THIS TIME, LEECH? ]¥ 


PN , 
Hi = 
\ : THE WIZENEO 
INGE 
ALLOW ME Mi 
10 INTRODUCE... 


oe 


SINE AND. 

ADDRESSES 
THE 

FUGITIVES! 


cal 
Or 
SS 


YOU'RE LOOKING AT ‘e# 


FOR IT 10 CONTINUE TO YIELD A PROFIT 
J’ AFRAID YOL/ MUST AGAIN QYSAPPEAR 
FROM DUCKWORLD,,. PERMANENTLY! 


STRANGE, YOU SOT-- 
PY SOBER UP! YOU'RE THE 
A ONLY ONE THAT CAN 

GET US OUTTA HERES 


seLves/ &f 
\ 


KEEP YER 
TUSH DOWN, 


MAYBE, BUT THIS 

DUCK'S TAKEN ALL 
HE'S GONNA FROM 
HIS FELLOW FOWL! 


MOVED RIGHT 
INTO MY LINE 
OF FIRE! 


NT [7HIS$--THIS_ISN'T 
BAO Eat | TURNING OUT ANY~ 
20, y | THING LIKE WE'D 
ANTICIPATED 4 


I'm AF 
LET YO! 


TOWARD, FRIENO 


DOES OWE A CERTAIN 
RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 
SAFETY OF HIS SUBTECT / 


YOU HEARD YOUR 
BOSS, GANDER! 
WF] | T'S ONE-ON-ONE 
BQ ME AGAINST YOU-- 
NO WACKIES aN’ 
NO GUNORAKES 
BETWEEN US/ 


IT'S THE COSINIC 

AXIS, TOOTS / 
DUCKTOR STRANGE 
HAS REGHIFTED ITY 


HOWARD AND TI GONE! THEY'RE 


HAIRLESS APE- REALLY GONE! 
THEY'RE VANISHING! 


DON'T START FALLIN’ FOR YOUR OWN 
SPIEL, GANDER /“ ALL THIS MEANS |S 
THAT, WITH HOWARD GONE, WE CAN 

REVIVE THE WACKIE MOVEMENT’. 


--WHICH MEANS 
CONTROL OF ALL 
DUCKWORLD AND 
MUALLIONS OF 
DUCKBUCKS FOR 
SCROUNGE 


=-CAN KEEP DUCKWORLD 
OUT OF THE CLUTCHES oF 
PREACHING PROFITEERS 
LIKE GANDER AND 
a SCROUNGE / 


. WHILE, TUMBLING THROUGH 
THE VOID OF LINSPACE , HOWARO. 


WE DUCK ANNO BEVERLY SWITZLER 


a 

FIND THEMSELVES BACK WHERE 

THEY BEGAN AT THE START 
OF OUR STORY” 


= 


WHY, YOU'RE 
 AUIRSICK.. 


TH-THAT W-WORD 
AIN'T G-GOT NO 
MORE M-MEANIN’ 
FOR ME, TOOTS.” 


-- AND SOON HE AND BEVERLY FIND 


THEMSELVES BEING SUCKED 
STEADILY TOWARDS AN /LLUMIN- 


PIN THIS 
J OUTFIT ? THAT 
WAS A JOKE, 


RIGHT, DUCKY 2, 
a A 


BUT HOWARD HOLDS 
ONTO H/S LLUNCH-- 


DUCKY, WE'RE 
BACK! DON'T ASK 
ME HOW I KNOW, BUT 
I _DO! THIS COULDN'T 
BE ANYWHERE ELSE IN 
THE UNIVERSE BUT 
GOOD OLD EARTH’. 


SUODPEMLY, THERE 
/S A SHARP TEARING 
SOUND ANP THE 
BARRIERS BETWEEN 
"HERE" AND " THERE” 
GIVE WAY / : 


I'M GLAD YOU'RE 
HAPPY, TOOTS! AS FOR 
ME, MAYBE I'LL EVEN 

LEARN TO AccEPT 

MY FATES 


AFTER ALL, WHEN 
YOU'VE BEEN REJECTED 
BY TWO WORLDS, THERE 

AIN'T MUCH ELSE 
THAT CAN HAPPEN 
TO YA.7 


pers faa = 
'N HOWARO THE OUCK 4-7 
OW SALE MIDDLE OF FULY 


STRANGE WORLDS & FORBIDDEN PLACES 
OF DEADLY BEAUTY 


BIZARRE ADVENTURES 2 


INTRODUCING ALL NEW CHARACTERS, 
ALL NEW STORIES 

by DENNY O'NEIL & GENE COLAN 
LYNN GRAEME & JOHN BUSCEMA 
STEVE SKEATES & NED SONNTAG 
LYNN GRAEME & FRANK MILLER 

MIKE BARR & GENE COLAN 
ROGER STERN & JIM SHERMAN 


A MARVELOUS EXPERIENCE 
On Sale August 


ThE FAR-OUT, OFF-THE-WALL 
STORY BEHIND 


te SPEED. ACID 


ROCK. HIPPIE. YIPPIE. WEATHERMEN, 

If these words mean something to you, you’re 
either a survivor of the tumultuous sixties or a 
watcher of the Late-Late Show. Wow! It was like, 
far out, you know? Flower children — into yoga, 
natural foods, and drugs — thought that by just 
sending out ‘‘good vibes’’ they could make the 
world a better place. The Weathermen, on the 
other hand, thought that the only way to make a 
better world was to blow up the old one. And they 
gave it a serious try. The result? The seventies and 
now the eighties, with hippies and repressed ideal- 
ists scrambling for a buck, looking in instead of 
out, looking out for “‘number 1” rather than try- 
ing to makea community of mankind. 

It’s all a little sad. 

We were fortunate indeed that precognition is 
not a common talent, for if we’d seen what our 
dreams would end in,we wouldn’t have enjoyed 
ourselves so much. 

STREET PEEPLE is a look at the contrary, 
silly, violent, but — most of all — innocent sixties. 
All the characters are based on myself, my friends, 
and people I knew. There were real-life models for 
Qwami, Cheyanne, Riff, Moonchild, and even 
Horsemeat. Mr. Gloom lived in my apartment 
building on 14th street in New York City, and 
Officer Hip used to patrol Greenwich Village. 

But this doesn’t mean that STREET 
PEEPLE will be a realistic strip: to the contrary. 
Like memory, the background events will all flow 
together, with historical events jumbled. STREET 
PEEPLE, you see, is not so much about a time as 
it is about a feeling, a way of perceiving the world: 
the sixties as state-of-mind. 

Another important point: 
As you look at this story you’ll notice immed- 


STREET PEEPLE 
AF a RENE: 


iately that it’s a real departure from the represen- 
tative sort of Marvel strip, Indeed, this, folks, is 
another high-wire act by yours truly. Why do I do 
these things to myself? Why can’t I just play it 
comfortable and safe, not make waves, keep a low 
profile? Sigh. 

Well, actually,] was hired to take chances and 
to try different kinds of things. For as vital, ener- 
getic and creative as Marvel is, it must. keep 
growing and exploring new ideas in order to retain 
its dynamism. Still, as the risk-taker, I must say I 
occasionally look down at the dizzying fall and 
question my sanity. 

STREET PEEPLE is a good example. 1 
showed this episode to everyone in the Marvel 
offices: Jim, other editors, mailroom guys, 
statmen, secretaries — I missed the cleaning lady 
because I had an early dinner date — trying to get 
some idea of what your reaction would be. Result? 

Some hated it. Some loved it. Somebody said 
it was ‘‘too sophisticated”’ for the HOWARD 
THE DUCK book, and someone else expressed 
doubt that anyone was interested in the sixties. 
Every single person had a completely individual 
reaction. What we have here, I’ve decided, is the 
world’s first comic book Rorschach test! 

So read it carefully, if only for therapeutic 
Purposes, and let me know real quick what you 
think of it, because I’m having an anxiety attack. 
Also, I’d like your. feedback in order to make 
Chapter Two, “Dynamite, Baby!”’ better than 
Chapter One. 

Meanwhile, I’m going to take things a little 
easy for a while: get mellowed out, hang loose, 
keep my cool. Things get pretty tense up here on 
the tightwire! 


= 


.. If 
/ERYTHING: IDEALS. Hy dees ea 


| ‘ee 
co ”" , 2 Ye LOVELY DECADE! 


INEVER 
1 
Tere SHE 16 mE 4 
, CALIFORNIAN 


Be, eee 


eANS 


AND SO O2SIAS, COSMIC CLOWN, GIVES 
e4S (WELL SO TANT WED IC 10 5 Hie 


ANG te, ee 
i Wi AVE tes mass ures. : 


(SX 


i i 


IPPIE 
ANB 


AND SO, AS SUDDENLY AS IT BEGAN. 
ENDS... GZ 


"4 
ay WOW WE Luce Np 
THE EXCITEMENT at BBTT| 4 HIM) 
» ' : HONEY NONE 
LZ @ 


mL Ta 


iL! MY. 
t ths 


KOH = df f E | 
cnet 


WEL), | GOTTA AGREE THAT THESE )_-——4 
HICKS GOT NO RESPONSIBI- ge 


ANUNCONSCIOUS “7am 
PO Nee Ne he DONS hs si 


iT TAZ AND WHO 
IN THE MIDDLE 
THE NIGHT... 


eo 


Be CA 
AD Mew) Geers Ware 
Gea Ne s WASH MY HAIR / ca 

‘i 17'S THe Sy 
/ SIONATE 


"NIGHT AS WELL GET SOME DIP’ is CALyes/ 
SE OVTOF TH i] , LEE, 
VEO SN aug PINS =( 


aa 


je) G... 
SRSA 


A 
IS CARRIED OUf OF TH 
MEN ( i) 


Nip eNY toils 
DUDE WI-GO/) 7 \d 
TWAICH THE HEAD! THIS GUY7LL 
HOT OTHE Os BRAIN MASE, Rh (eM 
eh ae 


¢. \ 


Pe) 
5 wei 


x CRASHING, 5A BEAST IN pakied | fe Aya) 


' a A, INGIN FI 
3 xd NDI NN FE i 
eAMWaLL, scons | ae, 
A reo ey 5 
lhe mae 


| (ai 


A HARMLESS 9 SO Wn 

SUST NEEDS 
no ¢ MON, ray s A 
* 


NS Bel FAR TO quRn N BAC, ee 
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about this monumental possibility. 
But, ah, miracles don’t happen, do 
they — except on 34th Street. 

In closing, and despite the fact 
that if this letter sees print at all it 
won't be till sometime in the 
spring, I'll. still express Seasons 
Greetings to all at Marvel, and 
especially to Bill and Gene, who 
made my Christmas even merrier 
than I would have thought 
possible. 

Michael J. Vassallo 
31-25 68th Street 
Woodside, NY 11377 


You'll get no argument from 
me, Michael, in claiming that Gene 
Colan is one of the finest artists 
working in comics today. I've been 
thoroughly in love with Gene’s 
peerless penciling since the days 
when, under the pen-name Adam 
Austin, he brought the Sub- 
Mariner to life in TALES TO 
ASTONISH. Though conflicting 
schedules required that Gene take 
a leave of absence from HTD this 
ish, he will be this mag’s lead art- 
ist from here on... and I couldn’t 
be happier. 


ore OF 
— our, OF 
controversial 


—Bill Mantlo 


through DRACULA. I’ve seen his 
work for Warren and his occas- 
jonal stints on other Marvel mags, 
and I’ve come to the following 
conclusion: There is no such thing 
as bad Gene Colan artwork. Every 


PRO 


Dear Bill, Gene, and Dave, 
Many thanks, fellas, for what 
was probably the greatest Christ- 


Dear Bill, 
Hat’s off to HOWARD THE 
DUCK #3! The story, articles and 


mas story since Dickens’ A Christ- other artist has, at one time or artwork were absolutely 
mas Carol. another, produced substandard stupendous! This new series gets 
‘A Christmas for Carol reflected, | work. Not so Gene Colan. better and better. How about 


trying color? And get Brunner 
back! 


I’m sure, what many people feel in 
these days of hype and overadver- 
tising. The wish for a place where 
every day is like Christmas is a 
worldwide dream, a dream we all 
hope will become a reality. I hope 
we will see Carol and Claude in a 
future story. Up until HTD #3 I'd 
thought that either the Bong 
stories or the first two issues of the 
new HTD Magazine were the best 
of the Howard series. I was wrong. 
A Christmas for Carol, with its 
incredible cliches (Sunquist, from 
Florida?) and its great characters 
was just extraordinary, a great 
story, one of the best of the Seven- 
ties. Keep it up! 
Rob Morganbesser 
1121 37th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11218 


Regardless of who inks him, Gene 
has given his best at all times. His 
uniquely fluid style will someday 
make comic historians realize just 
how great this man truly is. That 
this realization does not fully exist 
now is due to the fact that Gene’s 
enormous output makes his work 
seem almost effortless. Unfortu- 
nately, in fandom it is the infre- 
quent contributor who is most. fre- 
quently noticed, npt the artists like 
Gene who produce vast volumes of 
high quality work month after 
month, Colan’s Howard is the 
most pitiable creature I’ve ever 
seen, You have to love him. The 
highlight of HTD #3 was the first 
page. I could almost see into 
Howard’s soul in that scene. I 
really thank you, Mr. Colan, for 
the pleasure you've brought me. 
My final praise for HTD #3 con- 
cerns the cover. I couldn’t believe 
it when I first heard that Marvel 
had actually commissioned Jack 
Davis to render a cover. I was 
somewhat disappointed, though. 
Mr. Davis’ cover looked the same 
as his MAD Magazine work. I 
guess I expected too much, having 
hoped for artwork more like that 
he produced during his E.C. days, 
but I still enjoyed the change from 
the regular Marvel cover artists. 
Well, folks, it’s getting late, so 
Pll pack it in with one last query: 
Is there any possible way that 
someday we might see a Carl Barks 
HOWARD THE DUCK story? 
I’m sure every duck fan in the 
comic reading world has wondered 


Howard Hessel 
14 Polo Road 
Great Neck, NY 11023 


After I said all those nice things 
about Gene Colan, you want 
Frank Bronner back on HTD? 
Well, Frank is sometimes coi 
ered the Howard the Duck artist, 
although Howard was first delin- 
eated by Val Mayerick. I'd like to 
see both those talented guys take a 
crack at a repeat performance here 
in HTD. So why don’t I ask them? 
I dunno, maybe I will. As for 
color, that depends purely on 
economics. If HTD sells ten times 
better than any other Marvel 
Magazine, I’m sure going to full- 
color would be considered. If not, 
well, use your imagination and 
your Venus Paradise pencils. 


Creators of Genius, 

With HOWARD THE DUCK 
#3 we've come full circle. Mr. 
Mantlo has to be congratulated for 
blossoming into the premier satir- 
ist in comics foday. Now on to 
HTD #3: What a delightful way to 
spend my Christmas Eve! A 
Christmas for Carol was a most 
meaningful Christmas tale. You’ve 
incorporated the commercial 
aspects of Christmas into a bril- 
liantly hilarious story and given us 
a holiday tale to make Dickens 
proud. The dialogue speaks for 
itself. The scene on Page 23 where 
Howard mimes a Ralph Kramden 
gesture was priceless. And the art! 
I have followed Mr. Colan’s en- 
deavors from DAREDEVIL 
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To the Editor, 

HOWARD THE DUCK is a 
contemporary magazine. It 
appears to be written in such a 
manner that the reader in 1980 can 
identify with exactly what the main 
character is talking about. 
Marvel’s 40 cent comics, on the 
other hand, are written without 
reference to current events. For ex- 
ample, I can read an issue of the 
FANTASTIC FOUR or the 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN of, 
say, ten years ago and understand 
it completely, But someone 
reading the current issue of 
HOWARD THE DUCK in 1990, 


ten years from now, will be a little 
confused by references to Anita 
Bryant and the many antinuclear 
statements made throughout the 
mag. 

You want to know something? I 
like it. It’s a nice diversion from 
the kiddie comics, and I'd like you 
to keep it up. 

Something else I'd like to see is 
shorter stories. There’s no law that 
requires one long story every issue. 
A few eight, ten or twelve pagers in 
one issue would be a nice change of 
pace. 

The text-piece, Duck Soup, was 
poorly written, It may be okay to 
use that kind of English when 
you’re speaking, but this “Hey, 
dig what’s happenin’ to 
everyone's favorite fowl!’” vocab- 
ulary was improper for a factual 
piece. 

But, overall, I enjoyed 
HOWARD THE DUCK #3 very 
much, 


Gary Dunaier 
(Address withheld 
by request) 


Like, hey, Gary m’man, I dig 


where you’re comin’ from. I guess 
I been gettin’ too heavy into Tom 
Wolfe lately. Sorry, effendi. I'l 
straighten up my act 


next time. 


As for shorter stories (sigh!) I sit 


down every issue thinking, ‘Okay, 
Mantlo — think short!’’ but, 
somehow, as soon as my fingers 
start caressing the typewriter keys, 
Howard himself seems to take 
over, saying, ‘Integrity, kid! I 
need space t'breathe!"* The stories 
just grow from there, as you can 
see by this issue’s epic. But I'm 
trying. Though next issue’s tale is 
almost as long as this one, I 
promise to try to fit two tales into 
HTD #8 — and maybe to get 
another artist to handle the second 
one, 
mentalists among you! 


thus satisfying the experi- 


Dear HTD Staff, 
Re: HOWARD THE DUCK #3. 
Let’s take this step-by-step, 


starting with the... 


COVER: Getting the great Jack 
Davis to do the cover was a stroke 


of genius. My hat’s off to you, 
Lynn, Now how about getting 
some other cover artists — like 


Bob Larkin, John Buscema, John 


Byrne, and maybe even Frank 
Brunner — to take a whack at 


HTD? 
COVER LOGO: | don’t know 


why everyone is so upset with the 
new logo. I personally think it’s 
great. It symbolizes the change 
from conventionality to a more 
loose, contemporary style. It 


shows more freedom and basically 


represents the same changes that 


Howard and the magazine are 


going through. The only thing 1 
object to this ish is the dropping of 
the question mark. The question 


mark completes the symbolization 


of Howard’s character, implying 
mystery, enigma and confusion. 

FRONTISPIECE: This is a per- 
fect opportunity to exercise your 
new artistic freedom. Use it well. 

CONTENTS PAGE: Welcome, 
Lynn Graeme, and may your stay 
at Marvel be a happy one. (What’s 
an Insulting Editor?) 

A Christmas for Carol: 
Beautiful, touching, fascinating, 
hilarious, satirical, ironic (Whew! 
I'm running out of adjectives!) 
interesting, provoking, biting and, 
generally, excellent. This story is, I 
believe, the best HTD story to 
date. It skillfully satirizes the fuel 
shortage, nuclear power and 
Christmas commercialism. But, 
more importantly, it maintained a 
delicate balance —_ between 
seriousness and hilarity. I wanted 
to burst out laughing yet, at the 
same time, to stop and think. 
HOWARD THE DUCK has 
finally reached the point it seemed 
to always be striving for; the per- 
fect midline between provocative 
literature and escapist fantasy. 
This is the point Steve Gerber 
could never reach, always leaning 
too heavily on the serious side. 
(The closest he ever got to balance 
was in the HTD #1 color comic.) 
But be careful! This is a very thin 
tightrope, and I hope to see you 
stay on it and not fall. 

Bill Mantlo’s use of subtle 
undertones and his handling of 
small details rounded out the tale, 
and I left it feeling strangely satis. 
fied. It is this handling of the fine 
points that make for a great writer. 

Gene Colan has, to my mind, 
become the definitive HTD artist, 
Surpassing even Frank Brunner, 
whose work heretofore defined the 
Duck. The black-and-white media 
enhances the sharp clarity of his 
work (and I’m sure part of the 
praise for this must go to Dave 
Simons) something which was no- 
ticeably lacking in the color comic, 
although I would like to see a 
HOWARD THE DUCK story in 
the pages of MARVEL SUPER- 
SPECIAL. 

DUCK SOUP: Excellent 
summary of the Howard saga, pul- 
ling together all the loose ends, A 
valuable reference for new readers. 

All in all, HOWARD THE 
DUCK #3 was a masterpiece, 
beautifully executed; an issue I 
shall always treasure. The Age of 
Howard the Duck has dawned with 
glory! Keep up the good work. 


Albert Kim 
52 Willow Lane 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 


Ah, yes! Greedy Killerwatt, that 
nuclear nightmare from the pages 
of HOWARD THE DUCK #3 and 
from creator Leonard Rifas’s 
ALL-ATOMIC COMICS. Len 
graciously allowed me to borrow 
his symbol of nuclear nastiness 
and, by way of thanks, Id like to 
encourage anyone who's interested 


accused the German soldiers of 
murdering and eating innocent 
babies (rather an overstatement), 
Bill Mantlo is a skilled writer, 
often producing good work, but 
his well-known political tendencies 
often get in the way of his work. I 
was a great fan of HTD's color 
comic, but since moving to 
magazine size the stories seem to 
have lost all their lighthearted 
touch and have become tinged with 
cynicism. 

Oh, yes — Jack Davis is a fine 


in scaring the pants off him or 
herself with a hard-hitting account 
of the perils of nuclear power to 
send $1.50 to Len, c/o Educomics, 
Box 40246, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia 94140 for a copy of ALL- 
ATOMIC COMICS #1. Also 
coming up is the all-new ENERGY 
COMICS #1. 


Dear Mr. Mantlo, 

I simply must commend you for 
A Christmas For Carolin HTD #3. 
It was the most well-rounded Duck 
tale I’ve read since the days of 
Steve Gerber. Sure, the stealing-of- 
Christmas bit was taken off the 
shelf and dusted off a bit, but 
Pinball Lizard and Greedy Killer- 
watt added the necessary zaniness. 
The moral thing with Carol was a 
nice touch too, and not overdone. 

One thing that plagues me 
though; that short flashback to 
Duckworld in the midst of the 
story. Surely you are going to give 
us a whole tale about Howard’s 
early days in and upcoming issue 
now that you've piqued our inter- 
est? 


HTD #3 does not look the least bit 
like Howard. 

T.M. Maple 

Toronto, Ontario 

Canada 


Put plain and simply, T.N., 1am 
unalterably opposed to nuclear 
power and equate its proliferation 
on a scale of horror equal to that 
perpetuated by the Nazis during 
World War Il. There they did, if 
not eat, at least torture, maim, and 
massacre millions of innocent 
people. Though not yet on 2 
massive scale, babies conceived 
during the Three Mile Island dis- 
aster in Pennsylvania have already 
died at birth. Nuclear plant and 
atomic workers are beginning to 
show the signs of irremediable ra- 
diation poisoning. Army veterans 
exposed to atomic test blasts are 
dying of radiation-related diseases, 
as are groups of Pacific islanders 
inadvertantly exposed to atomic 
radiation. I wrote HTD #3 as a 
plea for a sane energy program, to 
make my readers think — if not 
agree — about the options (i.e., 
solar, wind power, water power, 
etc) before accepting whatever the 
Pronuclear forces pronounce as 
gospel. I also wrote HTD #3 to 
make people laugh. With every- 
thing else going on in the world, 
laughter is one of the few things 
left that can help us make it 
through the night. Oh, and T.M., 
next time sign your real name, 
okay? 


Thomas L. Czaplicki 
PO Box 31 
Lincoln Park, MI 48146 


You know the old saying, 
Thomas? Ask and ye shall re- 
ceive...? 


CON 


Dear Editor, 

I'll try to keep this brief since I 
know that complaining about the 
conception of a satirical story is 
usually futile (quite apart from 
whether or not the complaint is 
justified). A Christmas for Carol 
in HTD 43 started off to be a very 
engaging story, a modern Christ- 
mas parable of a very high order. 
Carol’s modern juvenile problems 
and vulnerabilities were played off 
nicely against Howard’s defiant 
world-weariness. And, in meeting 
Santa Claus both in Cleveland and 
at the North Pole, one had the 
feeling of being drawn into a situ- 
ation that was both wacky and im- 
possible, but nice nevertheless. In 
confronting the Santa Claus myth 
head-on, one also found that it 
could never be what it has been 
portrayed as being, but it was still 
close enough to the myth to be sat- 
isfying and not a disappointment. 

But the whole thing started to 
fall apart with the introduction of 
the nuclear power plant and 
Greedy Killerwatt (and it eventu- 
ally fell totally to pieces). Okay, 
so nuclear power may be a “Bad 
Thing’’, but tagging it and its pro- 
ponents (even in a satirical context) 
as being responsible for plotting 
the downfall of Christmas is Teally 
carrying matters too far (as well as 
being totally nonsensical, even 
within the context of the story). It 
reminds me of those World War I 
propaganda posters which 


Dear Marvel, 

1 just want to say that the cover 
of HOWARD THE DUCK #3 was 
the worst cover I’ve ever seen on a 
Marvel mag. I almost didn’t buy 
‘the issue because of it. Now don’t 
get me wrong, I don’t mind the 
artist so much, it’s just that his 
version of Howard isn’t right for 
this mag. Treat HTD like you 
would EPIC or DRACULA, with 
covers that can be appreciated by 
your readers, and not like the mag 
should be read by five year olds, 

Dale Sherman 
441 Faculty Drive 
Fairborn, OH 45324 

Okay, we've got a cover contro- 
versy here, pilgrims! Any other 
views? 


Ho! Ho! Ho! 
I thought A Christmas for Carol 
was perhaps the worst use of the 


artist, but his duck on the cover of 


Santa Claus legend since Santa 
Claus vs. the Martians. Santa with 
a machine gun? Also, you will be 


surprised to hear that there are 


people who feel that thermonucle- 
ar energy is a viable possibility and 
does not represent evil incarnate. 
Gerber was at his worst when he 
started preaching, Bill, and so are 


|. you. 


By the way, why don’t you 
create your own characters 
anymore? You’re getting as bad as 
Roy Thomas at borrowing other 
people’s ideas! 

John C. Hess 
27 Pineview Hts. 
Avon, NY 14414 


Santa Claus with a machine 
gun? Why didn’t / think of that?! 
Maybe I'll swipe the idea for this 
year’s Christmas tale. Hey, John... 
thanks! 


Sorry, Bill — 

Just the thought of a HOWARD 
THE DUCK Christmas story was 
worth twice the price of admission, 
but you blew it. Bah! Humbug! 
Special Christmas Issue? HTD #3 
was anything but special! It was 
the biggest flop Ive ever read, and 
I’ve read a lot of flops! 

The tale started out very well. 
The scenes with the Duck and 
Carol were a bit trite, but still well- 
handled. I say trite because every 
Christmas we get the same bit 
about how commercial Christmas 
is, and somebody is usually away 
from home on Christmas in the 
comics, and somebody always 
waxes nostalgic... even though 
Howard’s flashback was handled 
with tenderness. Nothing new so 
far. Then comes Santa Claus, and 
what should have been an excel- 
lent fable about the spirit of 
Christmas turns into a lecture on 
the danger of nuclear power. 
WHAT DOES NUCLEAR 
POWER HAVE TO DO WITH 
CHRISTMAS, ANYWAY??!!! I 
doubt that the young adults who 
read your magazine would disa- 
gree with you (or very few would, 
actually) so why the big lecture? 
What bothered me wasn’t your 
starice, but your handling of it. 
There was no balancing of the 
issue, no one to feel for. We don’t 
even have a character with whom 
to share a point of view. It was all 
assumed, like the grass is green, 
water is wet, jogging is good, 
nuclear is bad. All anyone ever did 
was stick their fingers up their 
noses and say, ‘Oh, now I see!”” 
This is hardly an issue assumed by 
everyone to be bad, like drugs or 
child abuse. You needed to prove 
your point, and you failed! 

I wouldn’t accept HTD #3 as a 
parody of The China Syndrome let 
alone as a Christmas story in the 
tradition of Dickens. It was as if 
you decided to give us a lesson in 
the midst of the dessert, the hard 
hole in the doughnut. There was 
no character development, no sym- 
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pathetic characters, no plotline, 
nothing! You stuck the story you 
really wanted to do, Carol’s re- 
lationship to her folks and to 
Howard, into a lecture on nuclear 
power! It showed! There wasn’t 
any sense of timing at all! My God, 
haven’t you ever heard of continu- 
ity? I couldn’t believe Bill Mantlo 
penned this disaster. You’re too 
good, Bill. 

I really hate writing nasty letters 
to people I respect, but I do it be- 
cause I care about the mag you're 
putting out. I suppose I'll buy 
HTD #4 for curiosity’s sake, but I 
hope things pick up. Lay off the 
lecturing, and stop it with the sex. I 
don’t want to be left with the 
impression that I set my expecta- 
tions for HOWARD THE DUCK 
too high. 


Glenn Dressler 
RR #2, Box 191AA 
Kanakee, IL 60901 


In retrospect, I have to agree 
with you about the pacing of 4 
Christmas for Carol, Glenn, I feel 
now as if I sort of lost control after 
Santa put in his appearance. Jim 
Shooter's taken me to task for that 
and for the ‘lecturing’... and 
rightly so. That’s not to say that T 
regret what I ‘ried to do or say in 
HTD #3, only that I'll do it better 
next time. 


Dear Marvel, 

Thanks for another first. Bill 
Mantlo is probably the first 6 year 
old comic book writer. I can tell 
Bill’s age by the juvenile stories he 
turns out for HOWARD THE 
DUCK. If I was about fifteen years 
younger I would probably enjoy 
this book. 

T have a suggestion. Why don’t 
you let little Billy’s father write the 
ook? You know, the Bill Mantlo 
who writes the best new book 
around, THE MICRONAUTS? 
That Bill tries to appeal to the 
older reader. He doesn’t rely on 
cuteness to make a story. 

I see where Howard returns to 
his own world in an upcoming 
issue. Who cares? This book is 
supposed to be about a Duck in a 
world he never made. 

The cover of HTD #3 was the 
highlight and only good part of the 
entire issue. Jack Davis, in one 
picture, captured more of 
Howard’s essence than Mantlo has 
in his last 7 or so stories. Maybe 
Jack Davis should write HTD? 

In the article, Duck Soup, you 
make the claim that Howard is 
going to be as “fighting mad and 
hot-to-trot as the day he fell 
through the Cosmic Axis!”” | hope 
so. I’m going to hold you to this 
premise. If Howard continues to 
be cute, Bill, then you’re going to 
have another Howard that’s 
fighting mad on your hands. (And 
if you think Acroyear is a mean 
character, you ain’t seen nuthin’ 
yet!) 
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didn’t take our favorite fowl 


P'll be watching! 
Howard T. Downs 
Hallowell, ME 


I hope so, Howard, because I 
k 


to Duckworld just for the joyride 
— but to show that Howard can be 


trapped in more than one world he 


never made. Still think he’s cute? 


Dear Stan, 

Waugh!! Where is Howard the 
Duck?! Your remake of Babes in 
Toyland was stink-O! | mean, pee- 
uiee! Pinball Lizard and his crew 
are pale in comparison to that 
flick’s Bogeymen. Greedy 
Killerwatt can’t hold a candle to 
Barnaby. Nor do Howard and 
Sunquist the solar-powered Elf 
come close to being Laurel and 
Hardy! (P.S.: I think Carol 
belongs in Miracle on 34th Street!) 

You guys are out to lunch! You 
took away the color and gave us 
black-and-white, reduced the 
number of times we get to yok it 
up, tripled the price, gave us 
sodomy (in the name of adult 
comics, of course) and put 
Howard in pants! I dunno. I 
dunno. 

Paul Boucher 
(Address Unknown) 


Dear People, 

Oh, for the stunning Steve 
Gerber again! I say foul to HTD 
#3! Horsefeathers! A quacking 
monstrosity! I am sure Jane 
Fonda paid you off very hand- 
somely for this one. You claim the 
basically looney villain, Greedy 
Killerwatt, was ripping off Christ- 
mas? You ripped it off by turning 
a silly but potentially interesting 
story into a blatant poke at nucle- 
ar energy! Nobody did anything in 
the second part except mouth off 
cliches. ‘‘We don’t want your 
rotten nuclear power!”’ says the 
sweet, lovable, innocent symbol of 
corrupted youth fighting for ‘the 
dream.’ How quaint. How 
maudlin. How naive. 

I wish I could address this letter 
ot a particular person, but the 
credits on page three listed nothing 
but Editors, presidents, vice-presi- 
dents and staff and such. Who are 
they? Do they draw the borders? 
Do they mop the floors? Marvel 
used to proudly proclaim who did 
what on the first page of every one 
of its magazines. Seriously, who 
drew it? It looked like it was pen- 
ciled by Gene Colan, but there was 
no mention of him. Who wrote it? 
Who inked it? We’re genuinely in- 
terested, y’know? 

Howard the Duck used to be my 
favorite character. It permitted us 
to laugh at ourselves through the 
eyes of the Duck. Howard’s one 
commitment to his readers was 
never to become an institution. He 
has become one. He may look and 
talk the same, but he goes off 
fighting for truth and justice just 
like every other Marvel hero now. 


Steve never let any serious char- 
acter say anything like “We will 
help you destroy this devil plant 
before it destroys us all!”’ Saying 
that, and beginning his previous 
statement with “Jt has long been 
an established fact...”’ is a little 
like saying that we should all shoot 
sharks before they eat us, or blow 
up cars (which have a yearly death 
toll total to well over 50,000 as 
compared to the zero total deaths 
in nuclear power plants) before 
they kill us all. Marvel can do 
much better than this. I know, be- 
cause I’ve seen it. 

Lastly, what’s all this about 
Howard’ wearing pants? Why is 
Marvel suddenly trying to clean up 
Howard’s act, to make him appear 
more decent? I think he looks 
pretty silly. 

‘And what happened to the logo? 
1 like the old one better. 

Darrell Leland 
216 Capri Road 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 


Marvel had no choice in the de- 


ees return to a world ‘ 
; 0 a 
you've seen that the old adage still 


cision to dress the duck, Darrell. 
As I’ve said before in this column, 
it was that or face a massive law- 
suit by a certain company. 


‘As for the Eskimoes assertions 
which you quote above, they were 
meant to be viewed absurdly, as 
tongues in cheek sitcom serious- 
ness, not as polemics. If they 
didn’t come off that way, I 
apologize. Then there’s your 
50,000 to 0 ratio.comparing the 
death toll in auto accidents to the 
death toll in nuclear power plants. 
[ve even seen a poster more or less 
to that effect by proponents of 
nuclear power. But people have 
died and are dying, or are suffer- 
ing or will suffer in the future from 
the effects of nuclear power. All 
your statistic really reveals is that 
something should be done about 
auto safety as well as about the 
dangers of nuclear energy. I don’t 
want my kids to die in a Ford Pinto 
ora nuclear meltdown. 

As for the logo... we're working, 
onit. 


mt: You ce 


‘again! yely 
"Tid like to thank Michael Golden for 
issue’s Drakula 


FUN Is FUN, 


SPECIAL LAST ISSUE! 


Jim Shooter ‘Ralph Macchio Lynn Graeme 
Gene Colan Gil Fitzqouild, Tom Roqou 
Bill Sienkiewicz 


On Sale June 


WONDERWORKS 
by Michael Whelan 
Over 100 paintings by this tamed 
artist, whose work has appeared 
on hundreds of science fiction 
books. Comments by Michael 
Moorcock, Ann McCaffrey and 
other SF writers, $7.95 


HUN 


MANHUNTER— 
THE COMPLETE SAGA 


by Archie Goodwin & Walt Simonson 


Seven incredible stories of a 
master executioner battling evil 
forces that have resurrected him 
from the grave! Special appear- 
ance by The Batman! $8.50 


P Craig Russells 


Science: Fiction & Eantasy, 


NAGAT MUSIC 1 


NIGHT MUSIC 
by P. Craig Russell 
Intense science fiction adventure 
with “Breakdown on the Starship 
Remembrance.” Charming fan- 
tasy with "City of Sleep." Exotic 
graphic stories. Introduction by 
Jim Steranko. $4.95 


THE STUDIO 
by Mike Kaluta, 
Barry Windsor-Smith, 

Jeff Jones and Berni Wrightson 
Full color artwork and the person- 
al stories of these renowned "new 
wave" artists. A handsome and 
huge (12”*12") softcover. $14.95 


ELFQUEST by wee Pini 


ROMANCE, ADVENTURE AND SUSPENSE! 
The Thrilling Saga of Elves and Their Search for a New Life. 

“When I read this | was not only impressed by the art, but ] cared about the charac- 

ters. They became more than just two-dimensional images. They actually lived and 

breathed! .. . With all the zines published today, it’s often hard to decide what to buy, 
but if any deserve support, it is ELFQUEST, without question.” 

—Jim Van Hise, The Rocket's Blast #146 

$1.25each Save 50¢! All six for $7.00! 
Each book contains 32 pages of story plus color covers. 


FANTASY & COMIC ART 
CATALOG 


Our biggest catalog yet! Over 1,000 
books, posters, portfolios and 


Please send me: 


Moore f 
ELRIC or MELNIBONE 


adapted ty Frack Brame: 


STAR REACH 
GREATEST HITS 
The best science fiction & fantasy 
stories from five years of STAR 
REACH COMICS . . . plus an en- 
tirely new 20-page color story, 
‘Elric of Meinibone” by Frank 
Brunner. Cody Starbuck by Howie 
Chaykin and a 2nd Elric tale are 
included, along with seven more 
stories. 128 pages $6.95 


Each issue presents eight great 
stories by Will Eisner, featuring 
the famous masked crime-fighter. 
Plus "Life on Another Planet,” an 
all-new series, appears in this 
quality magazine. #20-22 feature 
the famous "Spirit on the Moon’ 
saga by Wallace Wood! 
#17-20 $1.50 each 
#21-22 $1.75 each 
Save $1! All seven for $8.50! 


magazines...all about comics. thi h ascloge tle Setaicg FREE wih ea 
science-fiction and fantasy. Forty- ences: " Wi eee 
et ; ee pide rls ay (J ELFQUEST #1-6—$7.00 (save 50¢) (CISTAR REACH 
a LAL ac cdahe Copel pot #iCl2C-)3(_]4L18(_l6[_}—$1.25 each GREATESTHITS—$6.95 
and illustrations. Giving comic col- ] THE SPIRIT #17-22—$8.50 (save $1) CI MANHUNTER— 
lectors fast and friendly service for #17(_)18(_}19(-)20[_|—$1.50.each _ THE COMPLETE SAGA—$8.50 
ten years! #21["/22'7|-$1.75 each || NIGHT MUSIC—$4.95 
: (D WONDERWORKS—$7.95 (OTHE stuiIo—$14.95 


first order. 
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Order Total: $. 
Postage: Please add 75¢ if order is under $10: $ 


Calif. Residents add 6% sales tax 


Address haar SEE 


[J Rush me the catalog only. Enclosed is $1 (includes postage), refundable with my 


Total: $ 


Plant Inc. PO Por 1866s, Grass Val, (alifrna 95945 


